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the Ahmedabad Congress non-co-operators like the Ali Brothers,
Maulana Mujadid and those others who are about to be sent to
jail, or have already been jailed, what is the point in holding the
Congress at all?
As I said in Bombay, this bonfire is good if it is a symbol of
the fire which has been raging in our hearts. What shall we gain
if we merely enjoy lighting this bonfire just as children enjoy firing
crackers ? If that is all there is in it, this bonfire is a meaning-
less blaze, mere mischief. If, however, it was a sign of the fire in
our heart, I would ask whether the women present here would
have dared to come dressed in garments of foreign or mill-made
cloth.
When the women wear whatever khadi, coarse or fine, is avail-
able, just as they eat bread made at home, whether thick or thin,
and then question me why Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali have
not been released, why other fighters are not being released, why
we do not get swaraj, I will say that I had miscalculated, that
there was nothing left in swadeshi now and, therefore, would
suggest something different to them. Today, however neither India
nor Gujarat nor Ahmedabad is in a position to ask me this question.
It is true that there has been a great deal of awakening in us
and that the use of khadi has increased; however, if I am asked
how many people there are in Ahmedabad who have burnt all
their clothes, I would say that I do not know, but that there
may not be more than ten or twelve such persons. About a thou-
sand women in Ahmedabad have started wearing khadi, but how
can this suffice? Of what account are a thousand women in the
whole of Gujarat? How many men and women in Gujarat ply
the spinning-wheel in their free time?
Dr. Ray writes to say that all the men and women in his
factory have started plying the spinning-wheel. And he adds that
he has not seen in any machine the magic which he has glimpsed
in the spinning-wheel. Have the men and women in Ahmedabad
done so much for swaraj that they can ask me questions about it?
Swadeshi is beneficial to crores. It is a sign of a union of
hearts between Hindus and Muslims, of compassion towards the
poor. We should never think of burning down Government build-
ings or of engaging in violence when leaders are arrested. If they
want to arrest me at this meeting, there should be such an atmo-
sphere that even a peon can fearlessly take me away in the presence
of you all. At that time, no one should shed tears; rather, there
should be a brighter glow on the faces of all and everyone should
think that now swaraj has been